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Introduction

The needs of a honey bee 

colony change throughout 

the year. To be a successful 

beekeeper you must:

1) understand the biology 

of honey bees,

2) define your goals as a 

beekeeper,

3) and work to 

synchronize (1) and (2).

Introduction

1. In this lecture, yearly management is 

discussed by season: 

spring (April-June)

summer (July-September)

fall (October-December)

winter (January- March) 

2. Though management recommendations are 

similar in many areas around the world, the 

actual date a particular practice should occur 

will vary depending on geographic location.
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What are Your Goals?
In beekeeping, it is very important to define 

oneôs goals or intended use of the colonies. This 

will affect oneôs management decisions.

Three main uses of honey bee colonies: 

- Honey production

- Pollination

- Nuc/Split production

Honey Production

- Hives that are 

managed for honey 

production need to be 

strong and queen-right.

- They need to be 

located in a honey 

producing area.

- They must be 

provided with supers 

for honey storage.

Pollination
- Hives that are 

managed for 

pollination purposes 

need to be strong and 

queen-right.

- Must have good 

stores of honey or be 

fed depending on the 

crop.

- The colonies should 

have lots of brood!
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Making Nucs and Splits

- Nucs (or Nucleus hives) 

are small, usually 5 frames 

starter hives.

- They can be used to 

increase oneôs number of 

colonies or sold to make a 

profit.

- ñSplittingò a colony is the 

process of dividing the 

hive.

Spring Management

Spring is the busiest time of year for the beekeeper.

Management of colonies during spring includes:

- Supplemental feeding

- Pest and disease 

management

- Swarm control

- Making splits

- Honey production

Early Spring
Colonies are coming out of 

winter and their populations will 

grow rapidly. 

Colonies should be prepared for 

the spring nectar flow. 

Preparation includes:

- Supplemental feeding

- Pest control (nosema, 

tracheal, varroa, American 

and European foulbrood)

- Swarm control

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Beekeeper.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Beekeeper.jpg
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Supplemental Feeding ïSugar Syrup
Fed to hives to increase honey stores and encourage growth.

Usually a 1:1 mixture of sugar : water is fed in spring.

Can use other sugar sources such as high fructose corn 

syrup.

Supplements and pest control products can be added to the 

solution.

Should not be fed to bees once natural nectar flow begins if 

hives are used for honey production.

Alton N. Sparks, Jr., University of Georgia, www.insectimages.org 

Supplemental Feeding ïSugar Syrup

When to feed?
Hoist the hive!

Know your blooms!

What to feed?
Dry sugar/thick syrup 

(2:1)/thin syrup (1:1)?

Sugar syrup/corn syrup?

How to feed?
Type of feeder (open or 

slow release)

Hive Feeders
Feeders are used to deliver 

sugar solutions to colonies 

to supplement the beesô diet.

They are used during low 

nectar flows or to stimulate 

colony growth in the spring.

Three main types: 

1. Hive top feeders

2. Entrance feeders 

(boardman)

3. In-hive feeders (division 

board)
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Supplemental Feeding - Pollen
An artificial pollen supplement used to help increase 

pollen stores and encourage hive growth.

Usually in sold in solid patties that are fed directly to 

the hives.

If used well, can lead to increased brood production.

Can be a magnet for small hive beetles so use only as 

needed.

Not typically necessary if bees are collecting pollen.

When to feed?

- Whenever bee flight is 

restricted

- Weak colonies

- Pollen deficient honey 

flows

- When a pollen source is 

of doubtful quality

Supplemental Feeding - Pollen

Å Supplement ïimplies that pollen is available 

to the colony in the field but is of either poor 

quality or quantity is restricted.

Å Substituteïsuggests there is no pollen 

naturally available to a colony and a 

ñcompleteò substitute is required by the 

colony to allow brood to be reared.

Pollen Supplement vs. Pollen Substitute


